
creating better environments

Asylum seekers centre Maastricht

Renovation of the old PLEM building results into one of the best
asylum centres in the Netherlands

The PLEM (Provinciale Limburgse Elektriciteit Maatschappij)
building, a striking building from the sixties that has been
declared a municipal monument, stood empty for several years
and was heavily neglected, it has now been renovated and
made more sustainable. The residents of AZC Maastricht will be
housed partly in this renovated PLEM building and partly in the
new courtyards which are built on the former parking lot. The
building accommodates more than 600 asylum seekers.

Interior design
"The design for the interior has an affinity with the principles of
the New Way of Building and is also based on the new function
of the building and its new occupants," says Chris Boot of
BUROBEB.
The floor plans of the floors in the long building with the
apartments and the many rooms refer to the Dutch cultural
landscape. Meadows, ditches and colourful bulb fields alternate
in a tight orthogonal structure. This inspiration has been
incorporated three-dimensionally in a colour scheme for floors
and walls in the AZC. The applied fresh colour palette provides
residents and staff with a pleasant living climate. None of this
outrageous colour composition can be seen during the day, but
when the lights in the rooms come on in the evening, the
various residential units will present themselves, each with their
own colour.

Floor finish
BUROBEB was looking for an environmentally sustainable floor
finish with a look that matches the modern monumental PLEM
building. The large surfaces of floors and walls relate to each
other in colour but also in a sleek and smooth finish. It also had
to be a hygienic floor that would be used intensively and
therefor easy to clean. The floor finish also had to have a large
colour spectrum in the bright colours we had in mind, in
relation to the colours for the walls. Logically they ended up at
Marmoleum Concrete.
Concrete's solid marble designs distinguish themselves from
the classic Marmoleum floor with a subtle stony structure. The
colour palette is neutral with warm and cool shades of concrete
and the six bright colours fit in perfectly with our colour
concept.

Each apartment has its own colour for floor and wall. There are
six different apartments in terms of colour that are spread over
the floors. The front door has the same colour as the apartment,
so there are no more anonymous front doors in the long
corridors and the new resident quickly knows where he/she
lives. The floor of the kitchen and the corridor to the bedrooms
is a bright concrete colour. The floors in all bedrooms are
neutral and is Piano 3650 Polar Bear.
On the ground floor we opted for the Piano collection; for the
classrooms Atlantic Blue together with a blue wall. The
corridors throughout the building are Nordic Blue. The activity
areas for the children are yellow and apple green including
Youg Grass.

*38 dwellings in a Courtyard*
The five residential blocks with 38 dwellings have been
designed in urban connection with the PLEM building in square
form. This creates a courtyard where as many existing trees as
possible have been preserved. This intimate green courtyard
gives the residents space to stroll around, sit under the trees
and let the children play in the playground. The choice was
made to make a sustainable layout design for the houses, so
that later, with a small intervention, the houses can be made
suitable for individual living or for families. And in the distant
future the houses can be adapted for social housing or student
housing.

The 38 newly built houses each also have their own colour for
floor and wall. As a result, there are six different dwellings in
terms of colour which are placed in random order in the five
building blocks. The floor of the living kitchen and the corridor
to the front door and the stairwell is a bright Concrete colour.
On the floors the floors and walls in all bedrooms are neutral
and the floor is Piano 3650 Polar Bear.
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